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Responsive to the Office Action mailed February 20, 2002, and the restriction requirement 
made therein, Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse, the subject matter of Group X claims 
1-14, drawn to a structure, for continued examination herein. 
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Applicants traverse the restriction requirement on the grounds that 35 USC § 121 
authorizes restriction only when the claimed invention is "independent and distinct" (emphasis 
added). A search of the subject matter of GroupX claims 1-14, drawn to a structure, would 
necessarily require a search of the subject matter of Group 1 1 , claims 1 5-29, drawn to a method 
of joining the structure. Thus the method delineated in Group H is not directed to an independent 
SQd distinct matter. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw 
the requirement for restriction. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Robert A Walsh 
Registration No. 26,516 



International Business Machines Corporation 
Intellectual Property Law - Mail 972E 
1000 River Street 
Essex Junction, VT 05452 
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